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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on H.R. 2299, and that I 
may include tabular and extraneous 
material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
WILSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 178 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2299. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2299) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Transportation and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. CAMP in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. SABO) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS). 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am very pleased to 
present to the House the Department 
of Transportation and related agencies 
appropriations bill for fiscal year 2002. 
This is an excellent bill that reflects 
not only the priorities of the budget 
submitted by the President earlier this 
year but also the important contribu-
tions of all the Members of our sub-
committee and full committee and we 
hope now the full House. 

I want to especially thank the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. SABO) for 
his tireless and insightful support of 
transportation programs during the 
many hours of our hearings, delibera-
tions, and the markup of this bill this 
year. I also want to thank both the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), 
the full committee chairman; and the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), 
the ranking member of the full com-
mittee, for their support of this sub-
committee and the programs we over-
see. I am also thankful to all the mem-
bers of our subcommittee who had a 
part in the drafting of this bill and the 
full Committee on Appropriations, 
which had the chance to amend and 
correct as we went through that proc-
ess. And, of course, we would not be 
here without our wonderful staff, both 
on the majority and the minority side 
upon whom we all so much depend. 

Mr. Chairman, the bill I present 
today provides an increase of 6 percent 
in the programs and activities of the 
Department of Transportation. At first 
blush, this appears to be a healthy in-
crease over current levels, but in fact 
it is barely enough to cover the 4.6 per-
cent pay raise that will go to all Fed-
eral employees next year as well as the 
general cost of inflation for programs 
in our jurisdiction. So this is a lean 
bill, especially when compared with 
the explosive growth in needs caused 
by highway and air travel in this coun-
try. We are doing a lot in this bill to 
respond to that demand but not nearly 
as much as we would like. The Depart-
ment of Transportation will have to 
economize, it will have to be more effi-
cient, and it will have to live within 
the constraints of the spending limits 
set by the budget just like every other 
agency. 

The bill is within our 302(b) alloca-
tion, in both budget authority and out-
lays. It fully funds the highway and 
aviation spending increases established 
by TEA–21 and AIR–21, and it will help 
relieve the congestion that is frus-
trating citizens on our interstates, in 
the skies, and in our bus and train ter-
minals. 

Our bill fully funds the Coast Guard’s 
operating budget and provides $600 mil-
lion, which is a huge increase, in their 
capital account. Within the capital ap-
propriation, we have provided $300 mil-
lion to kick off the Deepwater pro-
gram, which will provide a vitally 
needed upgrade and replacement of the 
Coast Guard’s ships and aircraft. Mem-

bers should know that this is the larg-
est acquisition program, that is the 
Deepwater program in the Coast 
Guard, ever attempted by the Depart-
ment of Transportation or the Coast 
Guard. The Coast Guard estimates that 
the acquisition costs alone for the 
Deepwater program will cost $18 bil-
lion, and this bill allows the agency to 
award the first major contracts next 
year. This is a major step forward for 
the Deepwater program, and we are op-
timistic it will succeed. It will only 
succeed with careful oversight by the 
Coast Guard, the administration, and 
the Congress. 

The bill also includes, Mr. Chairman, 
funds to address serious staffing, train-
ing, and equipment problems at our 
small-boat stations of the Coast Guard 
which were highlighted in our hearings 
with the Inspector General and the 
Coast Guard this year. I am proud that 
we could find a small amount of money 
to raise the staffing levels and the 
training at these stations which pro-
vide the backbone of our Nation’s 
search and rescue capability. With an 
average workweek, Mr. Chairman, of 80 
hours-plus, Coast Guardsmen at these 
stations are in desperate need of some 
help. We provide it in this bill. 

Consistent with the provisions of 
AIR–21, this bill fully funds the airport 
grants program at $3.3 billion and fully 
funds FAA’s capital appropriation at 
$2.9 billion. It also provides nearly 100 
percent of the FAA’s operating budget. 
In addition, this bill includes several 
initiatives that will hopefully lead to 
reductions in the number and severity 
of airline delays. Our gridlocked avia-
tion system has been a major focus of 
this subcommittee, and it will continue 
to receive the scrutiny of our panel 
until we untangle it for the good of 
consumers and the economy. We will 
continue to press the aviation industry 
to cooperate, to come up with solu-
tions, and to put those solutions to the 
test. In this bill we are doing every-
thing possible to make sure the money 
is there for work and technologies that 
address the problem. 

If we find programs and initiatives 
that work, we will fund them. If we 
find programs that fail, we will cut 
them off. It is that simple. We are de-
termined to make improvements. 
Things will change. This bill is a start. 
But we will keep pressing for real ac-
tion and real results in an area critical 
to all of us. 

The bill restores proposed cuts to the 
essential air service program. Under 
the administration’s proposal, 18 cities 
would have lost their air service next 
year. This bill maintains the eligibility 
of each of these cities in the program 
and provides the additional $13 million 
needed to maintain the program at cur-
rent service levels. That will be good 
news to 18 cities across the country 
where EAS provides a necessary life-
line. In addition, the bill provides $10 
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